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INTRODUCTION 

I wrote the f i rst introduct ion for an in format ion 
booklet for the Devon Community Compost ing Network 
in 2000. In those days, the Network was funded by al l 
the local author i t ies in Devon. This Informat ion pack 
i s largely updated f rom that document. This t ime we 
have the support f rom South Hams Distr ict Counci l , 
who are working with Susta inable South Hams, 
Susta inable South Brent , and the Devon Community 
Compost ing Network, DCCN. 

DCCN was founded in 1996, predat ing the launch of 
the Nat ional Network. When the funding ceased we 
carr ied on giv ing support through the website – 
www.dccn.org.uk and thanks to th is recent support we 
are able to overhaul the s i te and update i t . Nicky 
cont inues to work and l ia ise with Devon County and 
CAG Devon (cagdevon.org.uk ) , who support 
grassroots community act iv i t ies al l over Devon. 
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I t ’s our v iew that community compost ing i s a v i ta l ly 
important socia l ly , environmental ly , and economical ly 
and has a unique part to play in bui ld ing community 
cohesion and res i l ience. It can be a stand -a lone 
project or be l inked into a range of other act iv i t ies , 
such as community gardens and local food growing. In 
projects l ike Proper Job in Chagford and Susta inable 
South Brent , compost ing i s only one of a sui te of 
serv ices that supports thei r communit ies and attracts 
v is i tors f rom further af ie ld . 

Through recycl ing and the reduct ion of buying, we 
have become used to divert ing f rom f inal disposal . We 
st i l l have so much in the form of compostable 
mater ia ls f rom our ki tchens and gardens that could 
either be composted or fermented at home or by a 
local or neighbourhood group. Pick ing up these 
mater ia ls i s not good for our carbon footpr int and, 
besides, the result ing ‘b lack gold’ helps bui ld our 
beleaguered soi ls sequester ing carbon instead. 

I ’ve been helping projects s ince the ear ly 1990’s and 
am del ighted to see the posi t iv i ty and support given 
by South Hams Distr ict Counci l . Hopeful ly th is wil l be 
a new start inspir ing other counci ls to fo l low sui t ! 

Nicky Scott Apr i l 2024 
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S T A R T I N G A C O M M U N I T Y 
C O M P O S T I N G P R O J E C T 

In order to get help f rom South Hams Distr ict Counci l , 
you wil l need to fu l f i l certa in requirements: 

1. Your project should be open to the publ ic. 
People should either be able to br ing mater ia ls to you, or 
you should be col lect ing mater ia ls f rom them. A regular 
system i s v i ta l . Groups can operate once a week or once 
a month, some are open dai ly . 

2. You must have a suitable site, which 
complies with al l the relevant legislat ion. 
This wil l have to be careful ly thought out , we are here to 
help you. Later the Environment Agency and the planning 
department wil l need to be involved. There must be 
enough space to stock -p i le mater ia ls , process them and 
compost . I f you are going to be shredding, th ink of the 
noise and the neighbours. There must be good access 
and room to turn vehic les , whether the ground i s dry or 
wet. 

3 



        
           

          
       

            
          

     
 

       
 

        
       

         
    

       
          

 

       
 
      

  

        
       

      

   
   

        
     

       

3. You must have a bona f ide group. 
An ind iv idual cannot apply for funding etc. I f you are not a 
member of a group, jo in one! Check out your local al lotment , 
gardening or environmental groups. It ’s important to get 
people on your s ide. You wil l need plenty of help to get going 
and to keep running. Alternat ively , you could set up your own 
const i tut ion, but th is can take t ime 
and money. 

4. Your group wil l need dedicated volunteers or 
paid staff . 
Making compost i s very rewarding, though not everyone’s cup 
of tea and i ts hard work at t imes. 

5. You must register and keep track of the tonnage 
for the recycl ing credits claimed 
‘Recycl ing Credits ’ t ranslates as money that the counci l 
give you for mater ia ls diverted f rom landf i l l - but i t must 
be audited. 

6. New and prospective groups should vis it an 
exist ing scheme. 
Preferably a community compost demonstrat ion s i te . South 
Brent i s ideal . 

7. The Golden Rule is - small is beautiful ! 
Community compost ing can be an ideal project , indeed 
we th ink every community should have one. 

8.Community Composting projects are 
character ised by their diversity. 
Many of them are a part of a larger 
scheme, often address ing and involv ing marginal ised 
socia l groups in a wider range of act iv i t ies . 

4 



  
  

       
           

       
            

          
          

        
          

         
     

         
       

         
            
          

       
       

     
       

         
      

      
         

         
        

       
           

          
        

       
      

P L A N N I N G T H E P R O J E C T , 
S E L L I N G T H E I D E A 

The act iv i t ies of a community compost ing group act iv i t ies 
can be pretty diverse. As a group, you may wel l have a 
whole range of aspirat ions and fears . Although in i t ia l ly 
you wil l not want to take on too much, i t i s good to 
imagine where the project could be in a few years t ime. 
It may wel l t ranspire that you just want to be, and 
remain, a smal l compost ing group run by volunteers . Or 
you may wel l have members of the group who would l ike 
to take th ings further . It i s important to al low al l 
potent ia l ideas to be considered. 

A good approach i s to have a ‘bra instorming’ sess ion. At 
th is al l ideas are considered, however far fetched and 
impract ical they seem - no holds barred at th is stage. 
Think of what the compost i s going to be used for . Who i s 
going to do the work - is there any ‘ f ree’ labour 
avai lable? Are there exist ing local organisat ions that you 
could work with? These could inc lude people with 
learn ing di f f icul t ies , mental health projects , young 
offenders , long-term unemployed, and so on. You may 
wel l want to do some research at th is stage. The 
Susta inable South Hams team working with Devon 
Community Compost ing Network are avai lable either to 
help direct ly or to suggest other experts to assist you. 

Al l ideas need to be recorded, then s i f ted through and 
pr ior i t ised. You don’t want to be overwhelmed by the 
possib i l i t ies , i ts ’ important to work within the capabi l i t ies , 
and the t ime constra ints of the group. Create a t ime scale -
start smal l within the capaci ty of the group, but start a 
dynamic ro l l ing programme that you keep rev is i t ing. Put the 
bigger developmental ideas further along the t imescale and 
focus on the immediate job in hand. 
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Group Dynamics 

When your group gets together , take some t ime to 
al low everybody to speak. It can be useful to go 
around the group f i rst to introduce themselves and 
how they are feel ing. Everybody should be able to see 
each other , ci rcular seat ing i s ideal . 

Funding 

Lucki ly funding i s avai lable f rom South Hams to help 
start new and exist ing projects . 

Checkl ist 

Site , sui tabi l i ty , r isk assessment , legal i ty etc. 

Labour force, own group, socia l serv ices etc. 

Administrat ion of group 

Const i tut ion, secretary , chair , t reasurer 

Insurance 

Vis i t (s) to other project s i te(s) 

Funding 

Budget for tools , equipment , rotary s ieve, 
machinery , mater ia ls for s i te construct ion, plant hire , 
consultat ion costs , planning costs , publ ic i ty 
mater ia ls , art work & design costs , pr int ing, in i t ia l 
labour costs , insurance costs , off ice 
equipment/mater ia ls , s igns, f i rst aid ki t , vehic le , 
hir ing of meet ing space - and don’t forget to factor in 
a percentage for admin costs etc. 

6 



           
            

        
        

           
          

         
           

        
          

 

        
           
         

           
         

        
 

   C O M P O S T I N G A N D T H E L A W 

Before you go too far , make sure that you have read al l 
the fact sheets , and have a chat with us! I f you are st i l l 
t ry ing to get a group together and st imulate more 
interest , then we can give a presentat ion to your 
community . 

A sui table s i te i s obviously a v i ta l f i rst step. Even i f you 
have not yet got a group together , you could f ind out 
about sui table s i tes . The Local Author i ty may own a piece 
of land, or you could ask your Par ish Counci l for ideas. I f 
you are only contemplat ing a smal l v i l lage scheme, then 
there may be space on the local al lotments. Talk to the 
al lotment holders . 

Don’t forget that farms can make ideal compost ing s i tes 
and i f you can get a farmer’s support you could have the 
use of some useful machinery too. Once you th ink you 
have found a sui table s i te ta lk to us f i rst . Then you must 
check i t out with the Environment Agency. They wil l want 
to know, f i rst ly , that you are operat ing within the 
leg is lat ion. 

7 



           
         

      

      

  

   

     
   

      
     

  

 

     

          
          

         
         
        

       
      

          

The main concerns of the E.A. are that you are not going 
to pol lute or cause a nuisance. Areas of concern inc lude: 

Proximity to res ident ia l areas or inhabi ted bui ld ings 

Geology ( l ike l ihood of leachate to reach groundwater) 

Proximity to watercourses 

Surface and groundwater abstract ions 

Other protect ion designat ions (e .g . Nitrate vulnerable 
zones, source protect ion areas) . 

Designated physical features and areas (e .g . SSSI, 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty , ancient 
monument , etc . ) 

Transport network 

Other considerat ions, (e .g . pol i t ical , known objectors , 
etc . ) 

They wil l also want to know the precise locat ion of the 
project . This al l sounds rather daunt ing but i t i s just to 
check that you proposed s i te i s real ly sui table , that you 
are not going to be pol lut ing the environment , or disturb-
ing neighbours and that you have thought about the 
scale of operat ions and the involvement of the 
community . It sounds more compl icated and di f f icul t 
than i t usual ly i s and we are on hand to help. 

8 



       
       

         
          

        
          

   

         
        

          
 

         
          

         
       

        
           

       
       

        

  

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  
  
  

C O M P O S T I N G F O O D W A S T E 

There i s addit ional leg is lat ion that covers the compost ing 
of food. It ’s cal led Animal By -Products leg is lat ion (ABPR) . 

I f you are col lect ing food waste for compost ing you must 
make sure you are not contravening the law. I f you are 
compost ing food waste and using the result ing compost in 
the same place, e.g . a school garden, then ABPR does not 
apply to you. 

Food waste coming f rom a ki tchen or canteen, unless i s 
completely vegan, fa l ls under ABPR. I f you are col lect ing 
f rom say a f ru i t and vegetable market place, then i t does 
not apply . 

There are many projects around the country and the world 
looking at food waste in al l i ts forms. Louiza Hamidi wrote 
a book cal led Landful l —a snapshot of the UK food waste 
movement in 2017 . Hamidi emphasises the importance of 
putt ing compost ing r ight at the end, after al l other 
solut ions are put in place. That we also need to be creat ive 
in t ransforming what would otherwise have been wasted, 
f rom f ree food cafes, gleaning, mushroom growing on 
coffee grounds and cardboard and so much more. 
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Albion Community 
Garden (Br ighton) 
compost ing area 
The Mycel ium 
Network have been 
developing local 
compost ing stat ions 
l ike th is start ing 
f rom Brighton now 
there are projects 
nat ionwide 



  

        
         

          
         

         
      

        
         

          

      
       

        
    

  

  
    

     
     

      
    

     
    

   
   

   
   

 

T Y P E S O F P R O J E C T 

Compost ing schemes are 
incredibly diverse; no two are 
the same. This means that you 
cannot just take a model off 
the shel f and copy i t . The main 
governing factors are the s ize 
of the community you wil l be 
serv ing and the s ize and 
capabi l i ty of your organisat ion. 
For instance start ing f rom 
scratch i s more chal lenging 
than adding compost ing onto 
exist ing act iv i t ies . 

Unstaffed ‘Bring Sites’ 

Unstaf fed s i tes where people are t rusted to br ing mater ia ls 
and put them in the appropr iate place can pose chal lenges. 
There i s a lot of potent ia l for dumping of unwanted rubbish, 
so i t i s usual ly preferable to have a col lect ion round. 
However , ‘br ing s i tes ’ can work within a wel l organised, co -
operat ive community with excel lent communicat ion f rom the 
community group. It can even work with larger schemes, 
although these tend to have people working on them for 
much of the t ime and so are in effect being staf fed. 

Examples in the South Hams inc lude; Ashpr ington, 
Dart ington. These projects have worked hard with thei r 
communit ies to ensure the r ight mater ia ls are brought and 
put in the r ight place. 

1 0 



    
         

 

         
     

         
       

  
      

  

     
         

        
         

        
         

         
         

   

         
    

Advantages 
You don’t need a vehic le 
You’re not t ied to a col lect ion round week in and 
week out 

Disadvantages 
Best to staf f the s i te as people wil l often put 
th ings in the wrong place 
They wil l br ing th ings you can’t deal with, l ike t ree 
stumps - and plast ic . This i s where your 
communicat ions are v i ta l ! 
You wil l need good access. Probably planning 
permiss iontoo. 

Staffed Bring Sites 

Many community compost ing projects are operat ing 
f rom s i tes with a var iety of act iv i t ies tak ing place and 
wil l be staf fed dur ing opening hours. This i s much 
more preferable to an unstaf fed br ing s i te as staf f can 
help expla in the system and what i s appropr iate to 
put where etc. It also helps to involve the community 
more with the wider act iv i t ies of the project . A br ing 
s i te has to have very good clear access approved by 
planning and highway departments. 

T he S o ut h B r en t s i te i n i s d e m o n s t r at i o n s i te an d i s 
a ls o a s ta f f ed b r in g s i t e. 

1 1 



 

           
          

            
         

         
       
          
   

         
          

         
         

       
       

       
         

        

      
       

       
     

       
        

    
         

      

       
     
   
     

Collection Round 

The easiest way to have fu l l control on your system i s to 
operate a col lect ion round. Probably the best way to do th is 
i s to make a charge for the serv ice at the outset , either by 
an annual fee, which wil l guarantee a number of sacks 
col lected, or by a tag system, whereby only mater ia l with 
the appropr iate tags attached wil l be col lected. Counci ls 
are not obl iges to col lect garden mater ia ls , i f they do they 
can charge for i t . 

Some do col lect and charge some col lect and don’t charge 
and some don’t col lect . I f a community group i s going to 
col let th is mater ia l they real ly should charge for the serv ice 
in order to make i t susta inable. Concessions can always be 
made for specia l ci rcumstances. Having a col lect ion round 
involves far fewer vehic le movements, which i s obviously 
preferable to lots of vehic les t rundl ing around creat ing 
pol lut ion. Also the s i te doesn’t have to be so r igorously 
checked, i f at al l , with planning and highway departments. 

Advantages 
Only one vehic le coming onto the s i te 
The access does not have to be perfect 
Planning can be a lot easier to obtain 
You s i te can be more remote 
It doesn’t have to have f ixed opening t imes 
You can control where you are col lect ing mater ia ls f rom 
so you can start smal l 
You can easi ly monitor the qual i ty of the mater ia ls le f t 
out for col lect ion and re ject anything unsuitable . 

Disadvantages 
Once you start you must keep i t up! 
You must have a sui table vehic le 
and keep i t mainta ined 
You must have a dedicated labour 
force 

1 2 



      

          
      

          
         

       

 
         

        
   

         

 

 
   

   P R O J E C T S I N S O U T H H A M S 

The Marsh site at South Brent 

This i s the f lagship project by Susta inable South Brent in the 
South Hams and inc ludes a demonstrat ion area. 

The s i te , at the old Highways depot on Exeter Road (otherwise 
known as the Marsh) , wil l accept bulky garden waste and 
produce compost for local col lect ion and use. 

Can accept : 
Soft green waste mater ia l you can cut with mower or 
cl ippers 
Twiggy brushwood mater ia l that can be cut with loppers , 
saw or power tools 
Large branches mater ia l that came f rom a plant larger then 
you! 

Can’t accept : 
Stumps 
Vines 
Bamboo 
Japanese knotweed 
Any other mater ia ls whatsoever 

1 3 



       
        

         

          
         

           
        
         

      

 

    
  

   
  

 

Ashprington 

Method of operat ion: unstaf fed br ing s i te . No col lect ion 
round. Launched in 2000, a smal l but enthusiast ic group 
that has also created a wildl i fe area and planted an 
orchard. 

It i s very wel l used by the v i l lagers and produces leaf 
mould, compost and wood chippings. The fac i l i ty i s s i ted in 
a three acre s i te which has been planted with 500 i tems of 
nat ive shrubs and t rees together with over s ixty ancient 
Devon species of apples. Al l the apple t rees are mulched 
annual ly with wel l rotted wood chippings. 

Brixton 

A community s i te for res idents . 
Contact them at 
Brixtoncomposters@hotmai l .co. 
uk 

They also have thei r 
commercia l operat ion South 
West Compost ing . 

1 4 
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Stoke Fleming (Loam Rangers) 

Since i ts establ ishment in 2005, Stoke Fleming Loam Rangers 
community compost ing has gone f rom strength to strength. 
Open to al l res idents of the Stoke Fleming Par ish for a 
minimal fee of £10 per year – inc luding f ree access to 3 bags 
of compost per v is i t . Membership now exceeds 100 and 
producing over 50 tons of recycled qual i ty compost per year . 
The organisat ion i s run by an army of volunteers and s i ted 
next to the pr imary school in Stoke Fleming. 

Open Sundays March – November 10:00 – 11:30 and selected 
dates December – February . Interested in jo in ing - just pop up 
to the s i te on a Sunday morning – or look out for membership 
deta i ls in the Stoke Fleming magazine. - they don’t have thei r 
own facebook or website but Susta inable Stoke Fleming does. 

1 5 



          
         

            
         

          
          

        
 

         
 

        
        

         
         

         
         

Marldon 

Marldon i s the f i rst of the new wave of emerging compost ing 
s i tes , funded by South Hams Distr ict Counci l in 2023. There 
i s a smal l br ing s i te at Stone Cutters Barn, next to the Vi l lage 
pub (Church House Inn) . Permiss ion to use the s i te was 
granted by a local farmer who leases the land f rom Nat ional 
Trust , also very support ive to the cause. The s i te has a 
beaut i fu l Devon Linhay Barn and i s adjacent to v i l lage 
al lotments. 

No membership but open to any res idents of Marldon or 
Compton Par ishes. 

Smal l and beaut i fu l project with no vehicular access ins ide 
the gate, compostable mater ia l received by volunteers at s i te 
entrance. No hard standing, so most of the work done 
manual ly , apart f rom hire of portable shredder for hot heaps. 
4 large wooden compost bays, New Zealand box sty le , which 
can be subdiv ided into 8 smal ler bays with wooden slats . 
. 

1 6 



         
        

         
       

      

         
       

         
        

        
       

        
            

           
        

VOLUNTEERS 

They al l want to do something posi t ive, every posi t ive s ingle 
ind iv idual act ion helps. . Volunteers want some socia l act iv i ty 
and connect ion with people who share the same ideals and 
v is ion. Many community composters are organic gardeners who 
want large amounts of compost and mulch. 

Volunteers may be unemployed or ret i red or just interested in 
extending thei r knowledge of compost ing, gardening and soi l 
health. Often, people want lots of good qual i ty compost for 
veg growing using no dig or minimum dig methods. 

As your project grows and considers divers i f icat ion and even 
revenue generat ion, volunteers may be promoted to part -t ime 
work, earning smal l amount each week, which some schemes 
may be able to fund f rom thei r recycl ing credi ts . It i s good to 
reward volunteers in any way you can, even i f i t ’s just f ree 
compost , good tea and cake, and perhaps also expenses. 
. 

1 7 



            
          

         
            

          
           

           
       

        
         

   

   

    
      

      

 

With any group of people you are bound to get some who are 
committed to work than others , or maybe they just have more 
t ime avai lable to do i t . Conf l icts and disagreements can easi ly 
ar ise. Its not real ly within the scope of th is short piece to deal 
with that and anyway i t goes beyond my expert ise. I have 
however learnt a few th ings along the way which may be of 
use. 

I f one person has overal l responsib i l i ty i t can avoid a lot of 
potent ia l for misunderstanding. Everyone should have had the 
same t ra in ing and understand the working methods and aims 
of the project . Everyone should be rewarded equal ly for the 
work they put in . 

Resources for support ing volunteers: 

NVCO Thanking volunteers | NCVO 
South Hams Community Act ion (SHCA) / CVS 
DVA Devon Voluntary Act ion Devon Voluntary Act ion 
(devonva.org) 
CAG Devon 

. 

1 8 
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  B E C O M I N G A C O M M U N I T Y 
B U S I N E S S 

Many community compost ing projects run ent i re ly on 
volunteers . However many of these projects also run out of 
steam eventual ly and volunteers drop away leav ing only a few 
stalwarts to carry on. When Proper Job broke away f rom i ts 
volunteer ing roots after a few years i t was named Proper Job 
to acknowledge that people need payment for any long term 
commitment . We had a consultat ions with a community 
support organisat ion based at County Hal l . We were urged to 
have some ‘b lue sky’ th ink ing around compostable mater ia ls 
and how we could develop a business model around these 
ideas. Several mind maps ensued! 

As I say in my ta lks , ‘compost ing i s the last th ing you should 
do! ’ By th is I mean see what else you can do f i rst , can you 
extract more value f i rst? Here’s a l is t of ideas. Pul l out any 
l iv ing plants , bulbs, plant mater ia l for cutt ings etc. You may 
be surpr ised how much real ly good plant mater ia l i s thrown 
away. Pot i t up, use a propagator to br ing on cutt ings and hold 
regular sales of plants . You should be s iev ing your f in ished 
compost anyway so why not make pott ing substrates? Any 
plants you can save or propagate can be potted into th is , see 
Nicky’s book for more on th is . 

Fresh smal l diameter woody mater ia l can be chipped or 
shredded for ‘Ramial ’ woodchip. Any large fa i r ly stra ight poles 
can be set aside for sale as beanpoles of garden structures. 

I f you have space to neat ly stack dry smal l diameter woody 
mater ia ls then you can make bio char which you can add to 
your compost ing bays or add the ‘b io ’ to the char in other 
ways. 

1 9 



   

         
          

           
          

      
        

 

           
            

          
         

          
         

        
       
       
         

      

          
          
           

          
         

           
       

Becoming a legal entity 

Think careful ly about how you legal ly structure your group. You 
may wel l want to start by ‘p iggybacking’ on an already exist ing 
group such as your al lotments just to get you started and able 
to accept funding, or you might want to become a community 
interest company (CIC) or a char i table incorporated 
organisat ion (CIO) or a cooperat ive, of which several models 
exist . 

Funding 

Once you have legal status i t ’s much easier to apply for funding. 
Be creat ive in what you apply for and how. Many funders wil l be 
looking for how you can involve as many people f rom your 
community as possible . How you draw up your aims and 
object ives to enable you to undertake as broad a range of 
act iv i t ies as possible wil l help you here. For instance the 
object ives of the Proper Job Resource Centre are ‘ the 
protect ion and preservat ion of the environment by the 
promot ion of waste reduct ion, re -use and recycl ing and 
advancing educat ion of the general publ ic about al l aspects of 
waste generat ion, waste management and waste recycl ing. ’ 

There are a bewi lder ing amount of funders out there and you 
have to f i t thei r cr i ter ia . It ’s general ly best pract ise to real ly 
th ink about what you would l ike to fund, rather than t ry ing to 
f i t your project into a fund that has just become avai lable , 
however in pract ise i t can be a combinat ion of approaches. 
See sect ion on working with South Hams DC as wel l , your local 
off icers and counci l lors can often help with funding 
opportuni t ies . 
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Core Funding — Recycl ing Credits 

You can and should apply to Devon County Counci l to take 
part in the recycl ing credi ts scheme. This appl ies to mater ia ls 
diverted f rom disposal inc luding compostable mater ia ls . See 
www.devon.gov.uk/wasteandrecycl ing. Although the recycl ing 
credi ts won’t cover al l your costs i t ’s a very useful amount to 
bui ld upon. 

Sales 

Don’t forget you are not provid ing a f ree serv ice. Proper Job in 
Chagford ask for a donat ion for mater ia ls being dropped off . 
They cla im Recycl ing credi ts and then sel l the result ing 
compost . I f you want to bui ld a res i l ient project then you must 
make a prof i t . Not for prof i t organisat ions plough thei r prof i ts 
back into the business and there are no shareholders to take i t 
away. 
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W O R K I N G W I T H S O U T H 
H A M S D I S T R I C T C O U N C I L 

South Hams DC are there to help you and your project , they 
want you to succeed and as wel l as the funding they have on 
offer they also can help s ign -post you to other sources of 
funding. The counci l lors also can help direct ly through the 
local i ty fund. 

They can also forward you the latest funding news keeping you 
in touch with any re levant funding opportuni t ies . 

Most important ly they are working with Susta inable South 
Hams and Devon Community Compost ing Network to support 
you and your project . 

Local Environment Agency off ices 

Most Environment Agency off ices are open 9am to 5pm, 
Monday to Fr iday (except bank hol idays) . Please check before 
t ravel l ing as not al l serv ices are avai lable in every locat ion. 
The Environment Agency general enquir ies team (contact 
deta i ls below) can help you make an appointment . They may 
be able to help by phone or emai l , such as f inding contact 
deta i ls for more specia l ist advice, avoid ing the need to t ravel . 
General enquir ies: 
Nat ional Customer Contact Centre 
PO Box 544 
Rotherham 
S60 1BY 
Emai l enquir ies@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Telephone 03708 506 506 
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RESOURCES 

The old Community Composing Network 
CCN has been reborn as the Compost ing 
in the Community Network. It br ings 
together projects al l over the country . It 
runs regular onl ine ta lks and has a 
Facebook group at the t ime of writ ing th is 
(March 2024) 

The Mycel ium Network i s a newer network 
with a fast bui ld ing membership and 
amazing resource that i s steadi ly bui ld ing 
through i ts forum and Whatsapp group —to 
jo in and f ind out more see 
https://www.oldtreesoi l .org 

Devon Community Compost ing 
Network website has a big 
resource of in format ion to check 
out ! See www.dccn.org.uk 

Nicky Scott has writ ten extensively about 
compost ing, gardening, and working with 
community groups and schools . The book 
‘ How to make and use compost ’ i s 
avai lable through Bloomsbury and i s 
being updated for a th i rd edit ion. 
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